
In this lesson we will
ask and answer two
important questions
concerning the
believer’s authority: 

I. What is the
believer’s authority?

II. How should I read
this authority?

They are _______________ words written down by chosen

men who were guided by the Holy Spirit (see 2 Peter 1 :21)

They are found today in ____________ different

books/letters complied over 1500 years      

They are a __________________ of God and His will in the

history of this world  

I. What is the believer’s authority?
 

God has given followers of Jesus Christ a specific authority to

teach them what to believe and how to live this new life . What

is this authority? 

It is the ____________________.  

But what are the Holy Scriptures?

Do they answer every question in life? 

Application : Therefore we _______________ ourselves under the

authority of God ’s words as given in the Holy Scriptures for what to

believe and how to live .

  

“But He [Jesus] answered and said, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live

by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of

God.’” (Matthew 4:4)
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II. How should I read this authority?

In order to submit to God ’s words it will be important to learn how

to read God ’s words . The reason we must learn is because the Holy

Scriptures were not written directly to us but to nations , groups and

people in history .  

However , they were written down for future generations that they

too may know and obey God—that ’s us ! The reader ’s task will be

discerning how to apply themselves to God ’s Word written in ancient

history and culture . Don ’t feel overwhelmed , you can learn to do this

overtime and God has given scholars and pastors to help (see

Ephesians 4 :11-12).  

Basic guides to reading God ’s words : 

A . Read with a focus on __________: The most important character in

the Bible is not any human person but God Himself . As you read ,

take note of what God says , what God does , what God promises , how

God initiates , how God responds and so forth . ·      

Romans 11 :33-36 - “33 Oh , the depth of the riches both of the

wisdom and knowledge of God ! How unsearchable are His

judgments and His ways past finding out ! 34 “For who has known

the mind of the Lord? Or who has become His

counselor?” 35 “Or who has first given to Him and it shall be

repaid to him?” 36 For of Him and through Him and to Him are all

things , to whom be glory forever . Amen .
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God creates the world and everything and everyone in it

(Gen . 1-2)

Mankind rebels and is now under God ’s judgment to die but

God still promises victory through the seed of the woman

(Gen . 3)

God promises to send His chosen Messiah (the seed of the

woman) through a specific family line in the nation of Israel

(Gen . 4 – Matthew 1)

God ’s Messiah arrives and brings victory for humanity

through His death , resurrection and ascension (Matt . 2 –

Acts 1)o   God forms His Church to be His people and to

send them out to preach the good news of Jesus Christ to

the world (Acts 2-Rev . 19)

God restores all things and judges all evil (Rev . 20-22) 

B. Read with a knowledge of the different ________________ of the

story: There are generally three different levels of the story going on

at once .  

1. First , there is the meta-narrative or the ______________ story .

This storyline runs from Genesis (first book) to Revelation (last

book) and follows God ’s promises and fulfillments to save

humanity from their sins through His chosen Messiah . Here is the

basic storyline :

2. Second , there is the group-narrative or the ________________

stories . God choose to work His salvation through two major

groups , the Israelites and the Church . With Israel God made a

covenant which the Old Testament follows from Exodus to

Malachi . Here we witness God ’s interactions with the nation of

Israel before the world . With the Church God made a new

covenant which the New Testament follows from Matthew to

Revelation . It is important to realize where you are at in the story

so you can learn to apply 
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yourself correctly to Gods ’ words . We always apply ourselves today

through the new covenant which Jesus gave us .

3 . Third , there is the individual-narrative or the

______________ stories . God interacts with different people

throughout the whole meta-narrative (or salvation story). He talks

to men , to women and even through animals . While God does

different things in people ’s lives overtime , His goal in their lives is

never absent from the meta-narrative or salvation story . 

These different levels of the story may be visualized like this :

Genesis                                                                        Revelation

SALVATION STORY
God saving Humanity through His Messiah

Therefore , as you read the Holy Scriptures there are multiple stories

happening . These stories must always be read in light of the ultimate

salvation story going on . This will help us begin to find context so we

can apply ourselves properly to Scripture . 

COVENANT STORIES
God revealing Himself

through the CHURCH

The Messiah Jesus has come
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COVENANT STORIES
God revealing Himself through

ISRAEL

The Messiah is coming

STORIES 
God

revealing

Himself in

individual

lives

Abraham

Isaac

Jacob

Joseph

Moses

Caleb

Joshua

Boaz

Ruth

Hannah

Samuel

Saul

David

Solomon

Elijah

Elisha

Jezebel

Ahaz

Amos

Isaiah

Jesus

John

Peter

Andrew

Judas

Etc . . .
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Grammar investigates the meaning of words through lexicons

(dictionaries) and context (syntax)

History investigates the time period , culture , geography , and

politics (to name a few) 

For example : In John 1 :1 , 14 John discusses the Word as being God

and then the Word becoming flesh  

1 Corinthians 2 :14 – “But the natural man does not receive the

things of the Spirit of God , for they are foolishness to him ; nor can

he know them , because they are spiritually discerned .”

An example of reading through the different levels of Scripture may

be seen in an online series . Each episode has a plot and yet each

episode connects to make one overarching plot for the whole

season . And finally the multiple seasons string together to form an

even bigger plot .

C. Read to discover the author’s ________________ (called exegesis):

All words in Scripture have meaning and it is the original author who

gives this meaning . We may begin to discern this meaning through

________________ and ________________.

Together grammar and history help us discern what the author

meant when he wrote .

D. Read prayerfully depending on God’s ________________: God ’s

Word is ultimately discerned through the help of His Holy Spirit .

Reading should always begin and continue in prayer seeking His

guidance to understand .
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Colossians 1 :16b – “All things were created through Him and for

Him .”

Matthew 22 :37 – “Jesus said to him , “ ‘You shall love the Lord your

God with all your heart , with all your soul , and with all your mind . ’

If you are new to English or to biblical literature (the Bible) it may

be good to begin with a more dynamic equivalent such as the

NLT (New Living Translation)

If you would like a more word for word equivalent you may try the

NASB (New American Standard Bible) or the ESV (English

Standard Version)

And if you would like a version that tries to balance between

word for word and thought for thought try the NIV (New

International Version) 

E. Read in order to ___________ and _____________ God: God gave us

His Word not so we could know a bunch of information , but so we

could worship and obey Him alone . The Word of God is meant to be

lived out for the glory of God .

Additional Question: 
What version of the Bible should I use?  

To begin , all English versions of the Bible are translations from the

original Hebrew , Aramaic and Greek languages . Each English version

has a different goal in translation . Some translations want to capture

a word for word translation while others are trying to give a more

dynamic or thought for thought equivalent .  

The version you should use will depend on your abilities as an

English reader .
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NASB – “But He answered and said , "It is written , 'MAN SHALL NOT

LIVE ON BREAD ALONE , BUT ON EVERY WORD THAT PROCEEDS

OUT OF THE MOUTH OF GOD . '"

ESV – “But he answered , “It is written , “ ‘Man shall not live by bread

alone , but by every word that comes from the mouth of God . ’”

NIV – “Jesus answered , "It is written : 'Man shall not live on bread

alone , but on every word that comes from the mouth of God . '"

NLT – “But Jesus told him , “No ! The Scriptures say , ‘People do not

live by bread alone , but by every word that comes from the

mouth of God . ’”

Comparative examples of Matthew 4 :4 : Beginning with the most

word for word and progressing down to the most dynamic .

The reader is encouraged to work their way towards a word for word

English equivalent staying close to the original language as possible . 

Quiz for fun:
I . What is the believer ’s authority?         

 II . What are five basic guides to reading God ’s Word faithfully?
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